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This matter comes before the Public Service Commission of South Carolina (the

Commission) on the request of United Utility Companies, Inc. (United Utility or

Petitioner) to relinquish certain portions of its authorized sewer service area in Oconee

County, South Carolina.

By letter dated May 5, 2006, the Commission's Docketing Department instructed

the Petitioner to publish, no later than May 18, 2006, a Notice of Filing in a newspaper of

general circulation in the area, and further, no later than May 18, 2006, to serve the

Notice of Filing upon each customer by U.S. Mail. The Petitioner was further instructed

to provide proof of timely publication and mailing no later than June 8, 2006. The

Petitioner timely presented proof that it had complied with these requirements. No

Protests or Petitions to Intervene were received. Accordingly, United Utility asks for a

waiver of the hearing requirement of S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 103-504. We hereby grant

waiver under the present circumstances, since it appears to be in the public interest.
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The record shows that on October 8, 2001, the Petitioner filed an application to

expand its service area to include four tracts of land totaling approximately 47.21 acres

located adjacent to Lake Keowee in an unincorporated area of Oconee County. In Order

No. 2001-1106, the Commission approved the Petitioner's request. Pursuant to the

application and the resulting order, the wastewater facilities to serve the subject service

area were to be constructed by or on behalf of Keowee Townhouses, LLC. However, the

facilities did not meet certain specifications provided for under the construction permits

issued by DHEC and were not acceptable to United Utility for conveyance. In order to

place the facilities into service, it was necessary for United Utility to enter into an

agreement with Keowee Townhouses, LLC, under which United Utility would provide

utility operator services to the Keowee Homeowners' Association, which would in turn

apply to the Commission for exemption from regulation as a provider of sewer service

pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 103-502.2 and 103-502.3. The Commission approved

this change by way of Order No. 2003-666, dated November 6, 2003.

Keowee Townhouses, LLC assigned its interest in the subject property to IMK

Development, LLC (IMK). IMK informed United Utility that it did not intend to transfer

the facilities to United as previously contemplated in the original arrangement with

Keowee Townhouses, LLC. United Utility ceased operating the facilities on or about

April 8, 2006, and another operator is now operating the facilities for IMK.

Because United Utility is not currently operating a public utility serving

customers situated on the subject property and no longer has contractual rights or

obligations with respect to the provision of any utility services to the property, it seeks to
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formally relinquish this territory and to have the Commission's records and files modified

to reflect the relinquishment of the subject service area.

No customers will be adversely affected, as the customers in the subject territory

are being served by another service provider. Additionally, it is in the public interest that

all Commission records and files accurately identify all providers of utility services, and

that all territories be accurately recorded.

Based upon the foregoing, the Commission concludes that it is in the public

interest to approve the proposed formal relinquishment of territory by United Utility.

This Order shall constitute the Commission's certificate that the granting of this Petition

is in the public interest, pursuant to the requirements set out in S.C. Code Ann. Regs.

103-504. We hereby approve the Petition.

This Order shall remain in full force and effect until further Order of the

Commission.

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

G. O'Neal Hamilton, Chairman

ATTEST:

C. Robert Moseley, Vice Chai an

(SEAL)
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